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“ We are thankful to Divine Providence for 
both the Scripture, or writing, and the Holy Doe- 
trine and Divine Precepts therein written ; for 
they testify unto Christ our Light, and our Light 
to the Truth of them.”—George Whitehead, 
1699. 





Ir life has not cleared us of our sins, how 
can our death do it ? 





He who looks to his surroundings for his 
satisfactions, will always be leading a disap- 
pointed life. 





THE TRUE “THEREFORE” OF “Go.”—The 
gospel is of late so often called “the gospel 
of go,” that attention needs to be called to the 
true condition, authority and basis of one’s go- 
ing, as laid down by Christ : 

“All power is given unto me in heaven and 
inearth. Go ye THEREFORE.” 





Let Not MAN Put ASUNDER.— A baptism of 
power to go, is the same that unites teaching 
and baptizing in the one Spirit. “Go and 
TEACH, BAPTIZING” into the same Divine Name 
that was and is the Power. “I am with you 
always.” 

Such a baptized going with a baptizing minis- 
try is the one thing needful to make able mis- 
sionaries of the ecumenical Gospel. 


An Incipient Apostasy. 

Early upon our nation’s committing itself 
to the principle of inhumanity under the name 
of humanity in entering upona war with Spain, 
we remarked the apathy of Christian life which 
began to be bewailed in the churches gener- 
rally. A decline in beneficence towards for- 
eign peoples as practically evinced by the con- 
tribution-box for missions was soon deplored, 
and then a marked falling off in attendance 
of meetings for worship in various churches. 
“Tf any man have not the spirit of Christ he is 
none of his,” is the apostle’s true standard of 
any one’s title to be a Christian. That secret 
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indicates his abhorrence of fratricidal strife. He 
counsels, He promises, He threatens, He commands, 
in the beginning, in the middle, in the end, against 
the practiceof war. . . . Thousands of young 
lives are destroyed. Butchery, bloodshed and bru- 
tality are rampant. Now, you say, is the oppor- 
tunity for Christianity. Earnest minded men who 
tread in Christ’s shoes will rise up with their fol- 
lowers as a mighty host and protest against this 
violation of God’s commandments. Public opinion 
will be awed by these millions of Christ’s follow- 
ers. The time is ripe for a demonstration. Alas 
and alack! Unscrupulous politicians who have 
brought about war for their own personal ends have 
no stronger backing than these ministers. So far 
from demonstrating against bloodshed, they lend 
the whole power of the social structure which the 
ages have built around their churches to strengthen 
the enginery of this bloodshed. Nota protest, not 
a cry, not a whimper, from these successors of 
Christ! As the sun of a new day rises over the 
hills, the thinking man, turning to the east, stands 
with his eyes looking down upon the words of Christ 
in the open book before him. What does it all 
mean? Are theory and practice so incompatible? 
Are these empty, sounding phrases which are re- 
peated from the pulpits? Do these beautiful teach- 
ings have no response in the minds of Christian 
priests? Is it all farce? And on the following 
Sunday there are more vacant pews, and the Chris- 
tian minister wonders why this indifference to the 
teachings of Christ. 

When we consider the Eternal Source of all 
sufficiency we are constrained not to sorrow 
over signs of a public lapse of faith, as those 
who have no hope. Often a low season is a 
precursor of a wave of revival to follow. We 
are reminded of the apostle’s saying, that the 
day of Christ shall not come “except there 
come a falling away first, and that man of sin be 
revealed, the son of perdition ; who opposeth 
and exalteth himself above all that is called 
God, or that is worshipped.” 2 Thess. ii. 34. 


denial of Christ, which the spirit of war is, 
must needs have been bearing its legitimate 
fruit of infidelity to his spirit and gospel. Add 
to this that those who have been diligently 
taught to regard the Bible as the foundation 
of the Christian faith, on seeing it of late 
honeycombed by the criticism of not a few of 
the same clergy that upholds war, must easily 
feel like saying, “If the foundations be de- 
stroyed, what can the righteous do ?” So con- 
fidence in church or her professed gospel has 
fallen into indifference, materialism, and a re- 
version towards the state whereof it is said in 
Revelation : “These all have one mind, and 
give their strength and power to the beast. 
These shall make war with the Lamb.” 

The “ Appeal of the Bishops” of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church North is fraught 
with alarm at the present spiritual crisis 
through which that Churchis passing. “With 
16,490 ministers, 25,974 churches, and 2,698,- 
610 members, there was in the year 1899 a 
reported decrease in membership of 21,731.” 
In all denominations the falling off of their 
gains in last year was about 155,000. “We 
have one dire disease,” say the Bishops— 
“ spiritual famine, lack of witness of the Spirit, 
lack of personal experience, lack of spiritual 
power. And the symptoms are many and 
varied, but the disease is one.” 

Several causes, such as Friends have long 
borne testimony against, are enumerated in 
their list of hindering things, but we believe 
that it is by the sword that Christ has been 
most wounded in the house of his professed 
friends. “Because iniquity shall abound” 
(and what more than war comprehends the 
sum of all iniquities ?) “the love of many 
shall wax cold.” In confirmation of our view 
we call to aid the following words of John 
Brisben Walker, which have lately appeared in 





the Cosmopolitan : 


There is much complaint nowadays of deserted 
pews in the churches, and from time to time one 
reads explanations of the why and wherefore of 
this desertion. Does it never occur to the good men 
who [may seem to] stand in Christ’s [stead] that the 
real difficulty lies in the reconciliation in the popular 
minds of Christian teaching and Christian perform- 
ances? For instance, here are thousands of Chris- 
tian ministers in England to-day. Each Sunday for 
the past ten years they have read from the New 
Testament to their flocks. Nothing in Christ’s 
teaching is more clearly laid down than the impos- 
sibility of a Christian war. 





Everywhere through- 
out his life, in every line of his Testament, Christ 


Note.—On referring to an extract made 
from one of our exchanges on page 295, we are 
not satisfied to let the expressions “humble 
origin of thelife of Christ,” and “born of poor 
and comparatively ignorant parents” go un- 
challenged. They are unacceptable to us, 
as on critical reflection they doubtless would 
be to the author. 


“You didn’t run fast enough,” said a by- 
stander to a belated Irishman, who had been 
left behind by a railway train, which glided 
away as he came puffing to the station. 

“Yes,” said he, “I did run fast enough, but 
I did not start soon enough.” 














































Gifts for Good Objects. 


The subject of the acceptance by religious, 
philanthropic and educational institutions, of 
benefactions from “the injurious,” has prob- 
ably claimed more attention the past year than 
during any similar period of our nation’s his- 
tory. A religious paper, during several weeks, 
printed brief letters from hundreds of its 
readers upon the topic, “Whether to Accept 
Gifts From Liquor Dealers.” While numbers 
of the writers clung to the old plea that, 
whereas such money, in the past, had been un- 
worthily acquired or used, it might now be 
better turned into beneficial channels to get 
all the good possible from it, there prevailed, 
on the other hand, the sounder sentiment that 
such acceptances were both morally disastrous 
to the unrepentant promoter of evil, while they 
operated to weaken the Church’s testimony 
against mischievous social practices that mili- 
tated against its usefulness, dimmed its purity 
and undermined its strength and stability. 

A writerin the Boston Transcript, discoursing 
on the philanthropic bestowments by wealthy 
men who have acquired large fortunes by im- 
moral means, justly observes: 


“Once let the presidents of our colleges and 
administrators of our missionary societies take 
the position that they will not permit men ju- 
dicially proven guilty of arson, murder, theft, 
usury, bribery and the like, to pay off their 
society debts, build their dormitories, endow 
their professorships, and there will be a stiffen- 
ing up of the moral fibre of the community in 
those who may now look to educators and cler- 
gymen for moral leadership and find them 
flabby. As it is at present, the blind are led 
by the blind. It requires discrimination and 
courage for college presidents and trustees to 
do this work, that needs to be done. To be 
sure it does, but so does every other high ser- 
vice to society ; and pursuance of the course 
might, for a time, cripple the work of worthy 
institutions. But the moral gain to the insti- 
tution and to society would greatly outweigh 
the fiscal loss, and the financial income in the 
end might be quite as large, owing to the re- 
newed confidence and gifts of the many who 
are now alienated.” 

The pleasing information came from Chicago 
last week that the Jews of that city, who re- 
quire about $150,000 for the annual support 
of their charitable organizations, have decided 
that, instead of raising funds through the 
means of a charity ball and numerous other 
entertainments every year, they will hence- 
forth rely upon direct contributions. Already 
two-thirds of the amount just stated has been 
subscribed for the present year. Herein the 
Jew gives a valuable lesson to the Christian 
concerning the safe way. J. W. L. 





My motto for life, my whole heart’s expres- 
sion is “ None but Christ the mind 
of Christ, to feel as He felt, to judge the world 
and to estimate its maxims, as He judged and 
estimated.” That is the one thing worth living 
for. But then, in proportion as a man does 
that, he is stripping himself of garment after 
garment, till his soul becomes naked of that 
which once seemed part of himself. He is not 
only giving up prejudice after prejudice but 
also renouncing sympathy after sympathy with 
friends whose smile and approbation was once 
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his life, till he begins to suspect that he will be 
very soon alone with Christ. To believe that and 
still press on, is what I mean by the expression, 
“None but Christ.”—Roberts. 


A Little Sexton. 


With the coming of spring, the young peo- 
ple have an opportunity of finding out many 
things about the birds, flowers and insects, 
that are both interesting and curious. The 
“Sabbath-school Visitor” tells us of one of 
the latter, which, strange to say, is a grave- 
digger, even though he is only a beetle. He 
is about an inch long, and is very black, with 
the exception of two broad bands of bright 
orange across his back. He buries the dead 
bodies of birds, mice and other small animals. 

This beetle of which I am going to tell you, 
set out to find a good meal. He has a very 
good nose for smelling out a supper, and can 
scent one at quite a distance. He had not 
flown far before he found a little dead bird, 
which he and his wife ate greedily. 

When their hunger was satisfied, they pro- 
ceeded to arrange for the burial of the bird. 
They first had to find a soft place in which to 
dig the grave. As there were many sticks 
and stones about, the bird had to be dragged 
to another spot. Beetle is quite a gentleman. 
He allowed his mate to sit calmly upon the 
bird while he worked. After awhile she ate 
her way into its body, and there she stayed 
and was buried with the bird. 

Beetle began by digging a furrow about half 
an inch from the little corpse and extending 
all around it. He threw the dirt on the out- 
side of the trench, using his head for a spade. 
I think he cannot mind getting dirt in his eyes 
as much as you and I do. 

After the first furrow was made, he dug an- 
other, a little nearer the bird, and after that 
a furrow was made under it. The little sexton 
was now out of sight, and you could only tell 
how fast he was digging by the growth of the 
pile of dirt. 

After three hours’ steady work, Beetle came 
out for a rest. He crawled up on the bird and 
looked at his work. When he had rested for 
an hour, he again descended and resumed his 
labor, pulling the bird down by its feathers. 
When two or three hours had passed, he again 
came up and took another rest. 

Now came the task of filling in the grave. 
The sexton went behind the pile of earth and 
threw it into the hole by bending his head 
down against the soil, and then raising his 
nose with a sudden jerk. 

After he had covered the grave and trodden 
down the earth, Beetle burrowed down into it 
and buried himself. No doubt a human sexton 
might object to this part of the programme, 
but our friend enjoyed it. His mate was al- 
ready buried in the bird, and there she remain- 
ed until she had laid a nice, large nestful of 
eggs, when she crawled out. Beetle, having 
had another good meal, also crawled out, and 
away they both flew to look for more dead 
folks to bury. 

But the eggs that were left in the dead 
bird’s body hatched out after awhile into little 
grubs, and they lived and ate in their. queer 
nursery until they were old enough to take 
care of themselves. 


MAKE good use of your time. 
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Baptism. 
(Continued from page 326.) 
BAPTISMAL GRACE. 


Some maintain that water baptism is a means 
of grace; others define it as an outward and 
visible sign of inward and spiritual grace. We 
have no'record that our Saviour ever taught 
such doctrine. Grace is mentioned in the New 
Testament more than one hundred times, but 
water baptism is never once referred to in con- 
nection with grace in any way, manner or form. 
Neither as a means, help, sign or shadow, visible 
or invisible. We cannot believe that our Say- 
iour ever ordained water baptism either aga 
means or a sign of grace to his children for. 
ever when He never mentioned it; never said 
one word about it, neither He nor his apostles, 
so far as Scripture informs in all of those one 
hundred texts wherein grace is so variously 
and impressively commended to us. We are 
forced to believe that this whole theory of 
baptismal grace was conceived by man, wag 
modified by the reformation and now might be 
entirely abandoned as adverse to the teachings 
of Christ and repugnant to sound reason. 


WATER BAPTISM AND CIRCUMCISION, 


Some assume that Christ by his apostles in- 
stituted water baptism as the Christian sue- 
cessor of Jewish circumcision. “The Acts of 





aches av: at the Apostles ” indicate that they 
“Ns xcs i:6 | Were mostly tenacious of Jewish 


customs and only gradually comprehended the 
universal and spiritual nature of Christ’s king- 
dom in its noonday brightness. 
They looked for a Jewish king- 
dom with Christ as earthly king and of course 
to retain in some way their existing customs. 
They called all who were not Jews uncircum- 


Luke xxiv:21 





Acts xi: 1,3 | cised Gentiles. Few would sit at 
Gal. ii: 11,14 | table with them or eat in their 
houses. 


Peter required a vision before preaching the 
gospel to Gentiles, and gave as his reason for 


Acts xi: 1,12 | hesitation that it was unlawful for 
Acts x: 28 | a Jew to keep company or come 
Acts xi: 1,5 | ynto those of another nation. Other 





apostles censured Peter for making such free- 
dom with Gentiles. Some insisted that Gentile 
converts to Christianity be circumcised. Some 
taught, Except ye be circumcised 





Acts xv: 5 

ye cannot be saved. 
ee Gentile converts at Antioch re- 
Acts xv: 2. | sisted circumcision. Paul pleaded 
Acts xv: 4 | the Gentile cause before the elders 


and apostles at Jerusalem. After 
much disputing Gentile converts to 
Christianity were excused from circumcision, 
but no others were excused.. Jews were re 
minded that Moses was preached 
and read to them in the synagogue 
every Sabbath-day. This reminder in connee- 
tion with the subject before them indicates that 
Jewish Christians were expected to continue 
as heretofore to circumcise their children ac- 
cording to the law of Moses, which was preached 
and read to them in the Jewish synagogue 
every Sabbath-day. 

Right years after this experience the same 
old controversy about circum- 
cision brought Paul again before 
the elders and apostles at Jerusalem. They 
reaffirmed their former decision 
that gentile converts be excu 
from circumcision, but reminded Paul that he 


Acts xv: 6, 20 





Acts xv: 21 





Acts xxi: 15,18 
Acts xxi: 25 





Acts xxi: 24 
Acts xxi: 23, 26 
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(a Jew), was expected to walk orderly and keep 


the law of Moses. 

They prevailed upon him to take a vow, shave 
his head and enter into the temple until an of- 
fering should be offered for him, because he 
had taught Jews of the dispersion that they 
should not circumcise their children nor walk 
after the customs of Moses. Paul was induced 
to recant from his indifference to 
circumcision, but not from his pro- 
nounced indifference to water baptism. 

Thus closes our last recorded meeting of 
elders and apostles with no apparent abate- 
ment of zeal for circumcision. To. the last 
they evince much more zeal for circumcision, 
than they had ever shown for water baptism. 
Plainly it was not by the apostles, but after the 
apostles’ time that circumcision was suppressed 
and water baptism exalted. 

Although Paul ostensibly yielded to the 
elders and apostles at Jerusalem, 


Acts xxi: 26 
1 Cor. i: 14, 18 


Acts xxi: 26 


an vk 0, 23 | yet his subsequent epistles indi- 
1Cor i: 14,17 | Cate that he remained firmly indif- 


Heb. ix:1, 1° | ferent or opposed to circumcision, 


water baptism and other ordinances, all of 

which he called carnal when applied to Gen- 

tiles. He said he was made all things to all 

men that he might winsome. To the Jews he 

became a Jew, to the Gentiles a Gentile. 

WATER BAPTISM AFTER CHRIST IN APOSTOLIC 
TIMES. 

It appears that our Saviour never baptized 
with water nor had it done, and that no apos- 
tles were so baptized in his time. 

After Christ, Ananias’ directed Paul to be 
baptized. We read that Ananias was devout 

Acts xxii:16 | according to the law of Moses, 

Aus xa i846 | a8 were also many of the apos- 

Actek 6 tles. They looked for Christ to 
restore again the kingdom of Israel. With 
such hopeful prospects for Judaism we cannot 
wonder that Ananias and many apostles de- 
voutly believed it to be in order and necessary 
that water baptism, circumcision, etc., be con- 
tinued, and that Paul and other converts be so 
baptized. 

That they should so believe is no more re- 
markable than that upon two oc- 
casions eight years apart, they 
should pronounce it necessary that Gentile be- 
lievers should abstain from meat offered to 
idols and from things strangled and from blood. 

Paul was sent a special apostle to the Gen- 





Acts xv: 28,29 
Acts xxi: 25 





Acts xxii: 21 tiles, Peter and others more to the 
Acis xidt:z7 | Jews: to Paul therefore we turn 
1Cor.x:25,29 | for light upon the duty of Gentiles. 





Paul taught Gentile believers, “ Unless ye be 
told that meat is offered to idols, eat whatever 
is set before you or is sold on the shambles, 
asking no questions for conscience’ sake. Let 
no man judge you in meat or in 
drink or in respect of an holy day 
or the new moon or the Sabbath-day which are 
shadows of things to come. Without claim- 
ing perfection for Paul, should we not all as 
believing gentiles accept his teaching about 
meat-eating, water baptism, etc. That Christ 
did not send his apostles to baptize 


Col. ii: 16, 18 





1Cor. i: 17 





Rom. i: 16 | With water but to preach the gos- 
Acts ii: 38,4: | Pel, and that the gospel is the 
Actsiv: 33, 37 | Power of God unto salvation to all 
hee te os a who believe. ; ; 
i At Pentecost believers baptized 
“1° | presumably with water. They sold 





their possessions and gave to apostles and had 


all things in common and broke bread daily 
from house to house. Ananias and Saphira 
were stricken dead for duplicity about land. 
In view of this awful judgment upon Ananias 
and his wife to confirm the authority of the 
apostles at this time, shall we sell our lands, 
live in common and break bread from house to 
house? We see as much authority for doing 
so as for baptizing with water. If the ex- 
amples of apostles and believers is Scripture 
authority for water baptism, it is also Scrip- 
ture authority to sell our lands, etc. 

We cannot believe that we are required by 
Scripture or otherwise to do all things which 
the apostles and believers did, however good 
and proper they may have been for them at 
that time; and much less should we gratify 
our own predilections by electing to follow 
their example in water baptism and to discard 
it in other particulars. 

By Peter’s preaching the household of Cor- 
Acts x: 44 | nelius were baptized with Holy Spirit. 
Acts x: 47 | Peter then asked his Jewish brethren 
if any could forbid water that these Gentiles 
should not be baptized as well as we Jews. 
Peter hesitated about baptizing Gentiles as 

Jews baptized, yet he commanded 
; it to be done. Peter claimed au- 
thority from Christ for the first baptism, but 
no authority for the water baptism, only the 
silence of his six Jewish brethren from Jeru- 
salem. 

Upon another occasion, Peter with others 
pronounced it necessary that Gen- 
tile believers abstain from certain 
meats as Jews did. We recognize no distinc- 
tion in Peter’s authority, whether he restrained 
Gentiles from the use of certain meats, or had 
them baptized with water. Peter’s Jewish edu- 
cation was his authority, not Christ. As the 
eunuch rode in his chariot he read from Esaias 
the prophet. Philip went up into 
the chariot and preached unto him 
Jesus. The eunuch believed and was baptized 
by the wayside. 

The spirit of the Lord caught 
away Philip. 

The eunuch went on his way rejoicing. 

This appears to have been John’s decreasing 
water baptism without formula, but neverthe- 
less to have been blessed to the eunuch’s dawn- 
° ing condition of belief. It was a 
public confession that he believed 
Jesus Christ to be the Son of God. 

Had the eunuch been reading Christ’s Ser- 
mon on the Mount with the veil which was 
rent on calvary clear lifted from his eyes, he 
might not have stopped that chariot to baptize 
with water. But he did not so read. The 
New Testament was not written at that time. 
He read from the Old Testament from Esaias 
the prophet. Many years after 
Paul said until that day the veil 
remained upon the hearts of some when the 
Old Testament was read. 

(To be continued.) 

When the children of the Lord know Him, 
their Redeemer to live by his heavenly power 
in them, they know also that thereby they live 
and feelingly know his Truth and the precious 
testimony; and by this knowledge are influenced 
with a holy, humble zeal, in love and meekness 
to work in his vineyard, the church, to the 
honor of God, and the edification and restora- 
tion one of another.—John Churchman. 


Acts x: 42,43 


Acts xv: 28,29 


Acts viii: 28 


Acts viii: 31 
Acts viii: 38 





Acts viii: 37 





Acts viii: 28 
2 Cor. iii: 15 


A Plea for the Birds. 


One of the most remarkable documents (says 
the Young People’s Paper) on file at the State 
House is the petition,drawn up by United States 
Senator George F. Hoar and presented in con- 
nection with the original bill regarding the use 
of birds and feathers on hats. It purports to 
be signed by about thirty-five undomesticated 
song birds, and is light and graceful, and to- 
tally different from Senator Hoar’s usual style. 
Here it is in full : 


“ To the Great and General Court of the Com- 
monwealth of Massachusetts : 


“We, the song birds of Massachusetts and 
their playfellows, make this our humble peti- 
tion. We know more about you than you think 
wedo. Weknow how good youare. We have 
hopped about the roofs and looked in at your 
windows of the houses you have built for poor 
and sick and hungry people, and little lame and 
deaf and blind children. We have built our 
nests in the trees and sung many a song as we 
flew about the gardens and parks you have 
made so beautiful for your children, especially 
your poor children, to playin. Every year we 
fly a great way over the country, keeping all 
the time where the sun is bright and warm. 
And we know that whenever you do anything 
the people all over this great land between the 
seas and the great lakes find it out, and pretty 
soon will try to dothe same. We know. We 
know. 

“We are Americans just the same as you 
are. Some of us, like some of you, came across 
the great sea. But most of the birds like us 
have lived here a long while, and the birds like 
us welcomed your fathers when they came here 
many, many years ago. Our fathers and moth- 
ers have always done their best to please your 
fathers and mothers. 

“Now, we have a sad story to tell you. 
Thoughtless or bad peopleare trying to destroy. 
They kill us because our feathers are beautiful, 
Even pretty and sweet girls, who, we should 
think, would be our best friends, kill our broth- 
ers and children so that they may wear our 
plumage on their hats. Sometimes people kill 
us for mere wantonness. Cruel boys destroy 
our nests and steal our eggs and our young 
ones. People with guns and snares lie in wait 
to kill us ; as if the place for a bird were not 
in the sky, alive, but in the shop window, or in 
a glass case. If this goes on much longer all 
our song birds will be gone. Already we are 
told in some other countries that used to be 
full of birds they are now almost gone. Even 
the nightingales are being killed in Italy. 

“Now we humbly pray that you will stop all 
this and will save us from this sad fate. You 
have always made a law that no one shall kill 
a harmless song bird or destroy our nests or 
our eggs. Will you please make another one 
that no one shall wear our feathers, so that no 
one will kill us to get them? We want them 
ourselves. Your pretty girls are pretty enough 
without them. We are told that it is as easy 
for you to do it as for a blackbird to whistle. 

“If you will, we know how to pay you a hun- 
dred times over. We will teach your children 
to keep themselves clean and neat. We will 
show them how to live together in peace and 
love, and to agree as we do in our nests. We 
will build pretty houses which you will like to 
see. We will play about your garden and 
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flower beds—ourselves like flowers on wings— 
without any cost to you. We will destroy the 
wicked insects and worms that spoil your cher- 
ries and currants and plums and apples and 
roses. We will give you our best songs, and 
make the spring more beautiful and the sum- 
mer sweeter to you. Every June morning when 
you go out into the field, oricle and bluebird 
and blackbird and bobolink will fly after you 
and make the day more delightful to you. And 
when you go home tired after sundown vesper 
sparrows will tell you how grateful we are. 
When you sit down on your porch after dark, 
fifebird and hermit, thrush and wood-thrush will 
sing to you, and even whippoorwill will cheer 
you up a little. We know where we are safe. 
In a little while all the birds will come to live 
in Massachusetts again, and everybody who 
loves music will like a summer home with you.” 

The signers are : 

Brown thrasher, Robert o’ Lincoln, hermit 
thrush, vesper sparrow, robin redbreast, song 
sparrow, scarlet tanager, summer redbird, blue 
heron, hummingbird, yellowbird, whip-poor- 
will, water wagtail, woodpecker, pigeon wood- 
pecker, indigo bird, yellow throat, Wilson’s 
thrush, chickadee, kingbird, swallow, cedarbird, 
cowbird, martin, veery, vireo, oriole, blackbird, 
fifebird, wren, linnet, peewee, pheebe, lark, 
sandpiper, chewink. 


Definite “ Testimony.” 

[The following editorial in the Intelligencer 
we append to the above, as related to the 
same subject. ] 

How do we differ from the older, earlier 
Friends ? Have we really fallen off ? Are we 
really less faithful to the Truth ? 

These questions are often asked. Usually, 
no doubt, we give ourselves a comfortable an- 
swer. The prophesying of smooth things easily 
finds its counterpart in the furnishing of con- 
solatory explanations. 

In one particular, no doubt, the changes of 
time have not been to our advantage. This is 
the definiteness, the distinctness, with which 
we “bear testimony” against things which our 
faith.and its logical conclusions require us to 
disapprove. The older Friends, when they tes- 
tified against wrong or abuses or evils, did it 
with such plainness and positiveness that no 
one could be in doubt where they stood. In 
our time the unwillingness to be “ peculiar,” 
the dislike of seeming “odd,” the desire to be 
“like other people,” all tend to diminish the 
squareness of the issue and the distinctness of 
the protest. 

Let us take an instance of this. Here is the 
slaughter of the sea-birds—and other birds— 
in order to obtain decorations for the hats and 
bonnets of girls and women. When this de- 
struction of these beautiful and useful birds is 
considered for a moment in connection with 
the base and unworthy cause of it, we can all 
see how much of wrong, of absolute immoral- 
ity, is involved, and a spasmodic effort will be 
made, of course, to check the iniquitous work. 

But there is a want of force in the protest 
which Friends would make against it, because 
they are themselves more or less enmeshed and 
entangled in the great system of which this 
slaughter of the birds is merely one feature— 
we mean the system of Fashion. These birds, 
and their feathers, and their wings, are, for 
the time, “ fashionable”—later, when the pretty 


THE FRIEND. 


Fifth Mo. 5, 1900 


| 
species of birds are annihilated, they will be| How excellent is the privilege of having a 


“unfashionable.” 


of the fashion of our time, Friends, we say, 
are to some degree involved. In the pursuit 
of the esthetic, in the escape from the pecu- 
liar, they have fled into the hands of an op- 
pressor worse even than oddity or peculiarity, 
and by many degrees more exacting and harsh 
than simplicity. 

The decrees of fashion, when we examine 
them with a candid mind, appear hardly suit- 
able for rational beings, they are so change- 
able, so unreasonable, so wasteful, at all times, 
and often so defiant of health, of modesty, of 
common sense—and, as in this bird case, of 
humanity and economic considerations. 

Against mere fashion the older Friends set 
their faces resolutely. Nobody doubted where 
they stood. Their “dress and address,” their 
“behavior and apparel,” spoke for them with 
an emphasis which hardly called for words. 
They had no complicity with those dictators in 
Vienna, Berlin and Paris, who change the ap- 
pearance of the dress of women every year, or 
oftener, and who stop not on any consideration 
of ethics. 

If the world were wise and sensible, such 
slaughter as this of the birds would be impos- 
sible, it would not even be conceived as a pos- 
sibility. But the degradation of the world by 
fashion weakens the moral fibre of men and 
women, and leads them to do things in its ser- 
vice which they otherwise would not think of. 
Théy see the subject with distorted vision, as 
we are led to look at “fashionable” dress, in 
its modifications and changes year after year, 
until we fail to detect its absurdities. Against 
such things, no doubt, the plainness of our an- 
cestors testified more distinctly than our words 
of protest now, however earnestly we utter 
them. 

For ‘‘ THE FRIEND.” 

As (in infinite wisdom no doubt) our minds 
are at times drawn into solitude so as to re- 
semble the pelican in the wilderness, having no 
access to the habitable parts of the earth, nor 
subject to human observation, so it appears 
consistent with godly jealousy that human con- 
solation should be forbidden, and that having 
our dependence only on a gracious and merci- 
ful Father, who deals with us as children who 
require his chastising hand, his rod and his 
staff, we may be built on a safe foundation, 
with a quiet habitation thereon out of the 
reach of human interruptions. Surely there 
are none so tried as the poor weak instruments 
that are used for the Divine will to be commu- 
nicated through. These require not only the 
forming of the potter’s hand, but higher de- 
grees of drying, and greater heat in the fur- 
nace to prepare them, than almost any other 
vessel; nay, if I may be allowed the compari- 
son, they are like dishes that have to pass 
through the oven for every service, and which, 
after they are emptied, and the company has 
enjoved them, need more washing and care 
than any other utensil at the table, and great 
danger there is that, by indiscretion of some 
sort or other, they will get cracked or broken. 
I look with dread, I am bowed down and dis- 
mayed, at the sight of the precarious standing 
of such, but especially my own: the consid- 
eration of human weakness, and “ how frail I 
am” is almost my meat and drink. 


And, in the arbitrary and monitor at home, an impartial friend in our 
almost wholly immoral operations, such as this, | 


bosom, who, if we enough attend to Him, ig 
able to make us as wise even as our teachers ! 
the reproofs and wounds of this friend are 
better than the kisses of an enemy.—From 
the Life of Sarah Grub. 


The Unchangeable and Covenant-Keeping God. 


The Lord our God is unchanged and un- 
changeable. His very name is Love, and in 
all his acts towards man, since his creation to 
this day, God has ever dealt in love towards 
man. As- He was in the beginning so is He now, 
Creating man in his own image, endowing him 
with faculties far superior to any other crea- 
ture, and imparting to him a portion of his 
own immortal Spirit, the Lord held sweet con- 
verse and communion with man, and “ His 
delights were with the children of men.” He 
gave to man wisdom, understanding and knowl- 
edge, and God himself taught and instructed 
man, in order that man might know the Divine 
will and obey it. And in obedience to the voice 
of the Lord, man found life. Disobedience to 
that Word was sin, for God’s Word was law to 
man, and sin brought death, death to that di- 
vine life in which man heretofore had lived, 
But God in his love to man changed not. Lest 
man should thus live estranged from God for- 
ever, God, in mercy, expelled him from Eden, 
and put it out of man’s own power to partake 
of the tree of life. But the tree of life never 
dies. Its leaves are for medicine and its fruit 
for food, and man lives not by bread alone, 
but by every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of God. 

The Lord has indeed gradually unfolded to 
man his Divine will and purpose, and the mak- 
ing known of this will to man is revelation. 
God, by his living presence, made this will 
known to Adam, both before and after his fall, 
so did He to Eve, the first woman, nor did He 
withhold from Cain, though so very wicked, 
the expression of his will, and so does He now 
make known his will to those who turn a lis- 
tening ear. It is sin brings death and dark- 
ness. Cain, for his sin, “went out from the 
presence of God,” implying that, though ex- 
pelled from Eden, God still visited and dwelt 
with Adam, Eve and righteous Abel. 

It is not, then, that God leaves man to him- 
self. It is man, through sin, departs from 
God, as the prophet speaks to Israel, “It is 
your sins have separated you from God.” But 
those who “draw nigh to God” hear his Word. 

God himself provides the way by which man 
may come out of sin, into obedience to his 
word into God’s presence and communion, 
where man may be taught and instructed in 
the Divine will and empowered to do it. 

God’s way is his Word. This Word was in 
the beginning with God, and by Him the Word 
was made known and accomplished his will, for 
“ by Him were all things made that are made,” 
not only terrestial creatures, but celestial— 
the universe and all it contains are the crea- 
tion of his will by his Word. 

This Word was made flesh, and so dwelt 
amongst men. Those only who knew God’s voice 
speaking inwardly knew Him as He came out 
wardly, to be, as He truly was, the Only Be- 
gotten Son of God. And as it was then, so 8 
it now. There is no true, saving faith, no true 
knowledge of Him who is the Way, the Truth 
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and the Life, but, as God’s Spirit opens up the 
understanding and gives life and power to be- 
come a child of God, God takes away the sin 
of these by pardoning them, according to his 
will as made known by his Word. He gives 
them power to forsake and to overcome that 
sin which separated them from God, and ex- 
cluded them from the enjoyment of his pres- 
ence. 

God’s Word is to man God’s law. Man, by 
disobedience, broke that law, and death, the 
penalty for sin, was man’s. As man, the Word, 
clothed in flesh, tasted death for every man, 
fulfilled the law’s demands, and opened up a 
new and living way to God. Henceforth He, 
the Word, is as He ever was, the one Mediator 
between God and man. For ere ever He came 
in the flesh ** He was in the world, and the world 
knew Him not.” 

The willing and obedient, God receives and 
owns. As little children believe and trust a 
father, so do these the Father of Spirits. Ask 
the child why he trusts his father. Noreason 
can he give, none does he need. So faith is 
above reason. It is enough to feel the yearn- 
ing of a father’s love, to feel the bondage of 
sin and the disquietude of spirit caused, in 
God’s mercy, by the in-shining of his light, 
condemning the sin. God, by his in-speaking 
Word, cries, “Come unto Me all ye who labor 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” 
God’s promise remains ever true to those who, 
in obedience, hear and come. They find God’s 
rest, God’s peace, God gives the witness of his 
Spirit to these, and they are comforted and 
filled with hope and joy. If one be thirsty and 
drink a cool, refreshing draught, does he need 
any logical proof that he has drunk and that 
his thirst is quenched ? 

As children, they eat of the Word, they grow 
in understanding and knowledge. They learn 
more of God’s dealing with his children, and 
how patiently to endure the chastisements by 
which our heavenly Father corrects man for 
his strayings from the path of rectitude, the 
narrow way that leads to life eternal. Walk- 
ing in this way, on which God’s light clearly 
shines, they walk with and in favor of God. 
All doubts are dissipated. They know Him in 
whom they trust, and God knows them. A 
knowledge as clear to the perceptions of the 
soul as ever natural truths are to the mind, a 
self-evident truth which no demonstration of 
reason can strengthen. And this knowledge 
of God and of Him whom God thus sends is 
itself eternal life. 

These, as children of God through faith in 
Jesus, walk in love, love to God and love one 
to another. God changes his heart and life 


from the image of the earthly man, with his | 


inevitable lusts and failings, into the image of 
God, that image in which God first created 
man, into a similitude of his attributes. He 
fills them with his Spirit, one of love, peace, 
gentleness, goodness, mercy and power. He 
comforts them in every trial and sorrow, and 
strengthens them to do or suffer his will. 
These, speaking by the Spirit, truly call Je- 
sus Lord and obey his voice, and the Good 
Shepherd enfolds them with his flock. Of these 
none does He lose, such as trust and abide in 
his name and prove faithful to the end. For, 
as He died and rose again and lives forever- 
more. So these, living in Christ, who is their 
life, and abiding there, death cannot touch them. 





God is faithful and just to forgive them all 
their sins, and true to his promise of eternal 
life to all such as trust in Him. 

No man can close the kingdom of God to 
his fellow-man, no man can open the door for 
another into that kingdom. He alone who 
stands at the door of every heart, seeking to 
enter there, reserves this power to Himself. 
“ Behold, I stand at the door and knock.” True 
religion is the result of man’s yielding a willing 
obedience to the work of Divine grace on his 
heart, and nothing earthly nor any evil spirit 
has power to preclude an entry to the willing 
one. Between man the offender, and God the 
offended, none can come as a reconciler, but 
Jesus Christ, the one Anointed Saviour, the 
one Mediator between God and man. “ Kiss 
the Son, lest He be angry and ye perish from 
the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little. 
Blessed are all they who put their trust in 
Him.” W. W. B. 


For “ Tue FRIEND.” 


The following testimony to the efficacy of 
the Holy Spirit, and also to the value of “Bar- 
clay’s Apology,” is extracted from a letter 
dated Twelfth Month, 24th, 1834, from Debo- 
rah Cope, then travelling with Dugan and 
Asenath Clark, in New York and New Eng- 
land meetings, and addressed to Sarah Emlen : 

We paid Moses Brown a visit, who inquired 
affectionately for thee, and desired his love ; 
says thou mayest come back to New England, 
and he for one will be glad to see thee. It 
was really a feast to be in his company ; he 
still seems green in his ninety-seventh year. 
He had just received a letter from a young 
man, with whom we afterwards were in com- 
pany, one in and for whom we feel a deep and 
sincere interest. He belonged to the Baptists, 
and had spent three years at college preparing 
to be a missionary ; got through his studies 
with good reputation, and was considered of 
much more than ordinary capacity by the pro- 
fessors of the Institution ; is said to be mas- 
ter of eleven languages. He returned home 
to his father, but, no call offering which they 
considered equal to his talents, his father pre- 
vailed on him to return to the college for six 
months more, which he did ; and while ran- 
sacking the library one day in quest of some- 
thing to amuse, he lighted on “ Barclay’s 
Apology,” an old, dusty volume, in French. 
He bore it off to his study and read it atten- 
tively, and was met in a narrow place. He 
became very thoughtful, and asked one of the 
professors one day if there were any people 
now living holding the faith of Robert Bar- 
clay, and was answered “No ; that was only 
an old controversial book, which they kept to 
show the reasoning and arguments which could 
be advanced by those who once professed such 
principles.” “Well,” said G., “it is such 
reasoning and arguments as I never met with 
before ; I must set out and see if I can find 
any such people ; and if not I must sit down 
alone.” Accordingly he went to S—— and 
made inquiry, and was directed to H. C.,a 
very suitable Friend. He knocked at the door 
and H. opened it ; when G. inquired if there 
were any now living professing the faith of 
Robert Barclay, H. smiled and said he hoped 
so, and invited him in. They had much con- 
versation, and G. repeated his visits. His 
father was now displeased, and his friends dis- 





appointed, and they reported that he was 
deranged ; but G. persevered until he became 
a member ; attended last Yearly Meeting, and 
promises to be a consistent one. 

The following is an extract from his letter 
to Moses Brown, and will speak his own lan- 
guage: “At last my mind became so exer- 
cised that I was constrained to leave the In- 
stitution in quest of a people who believed in 
“Barclay’s Apology,’ and if I could not find 
such a people [ determined to worship the 
Lord alone ; but, blessed be God, the Lord 
has still a remnant who are conformed to the 
vain and wicked fashions of this world. To 
this people [ desire to join myself, though I 
feel most unworthy to come among them. 
Yes, I can say with the pious Barclay, that 
having for a long time been seeking after hu- 
man learning, I have found that heavenly 
learning which gives content to the soul ; after 
this learning mayI seek forever. I now be- 
lieve that though a person may read the Bible 
ever so carefully and critically in the original 
languages, yet the most unlettered person un- 
der the teachings of the Spirit of God is more 
able to have a true understanding of it than 
the learned man with all his critical and care- 
ful study ; and though I myself have read the 
whole Bible in Hebrew (except the book of 
Daniel) ; although I have read the New Tes- 
tament critically in Greek and Syriac, and 
have studied the Bible in several other lan- 
guages, yet the most ignorant man who is 
really taught of the Spirit can understand the 
Bible better than I can, unless taught of the 
same Spirit. And oh! that all who may read 
this letter might feel the necessity of being 
taught of God, of sitting as little children at 
the Saviour’s feet, and learning of Him who 
was meek and low of heart. Farewell, 

G. W. R. 

Taken from “Incidents Concerning the So- 
ciety of Friends” by Joseph Walton. I may 
add that I feel confident I once saw this man 
in Philadelphia, who wished his name changed 
from G. “Washington” Reed to G. “Fox” 
Reed. I believe this was in 1842. 

ELISHA ROBERTS. 





Gop’s Licut.—A beautiful story is told in 
the “ Lutheran World” of a little girl, whose 
faith in God may teach us all a lesson. 

The lamp had just been put out, and the lit- 
tle girl was rather afraid of the dark. But 
presently she saw the bright moon out of her 
window, and she asked her mother, “Is the 
moon God’s light?” 

“Yes, Ethel,” the mother replied; “the 
moon and stars are all God’s lights.” 

“Will God blow out his light and go to 
sleep, too?” she asked again. 

“No, my child,” replied the mother; “God’s 
lights are always burning.” 

“Well, mamma,” said Ethel, “ while God’s 
awake I’m not afraid.” 





THE cost of the gipsey moth to the State of 
Massachusetts is incalculable. One of the pro- 
fessors of the Agassiz Museum says that exter- 
mination is impossible. Yet this pest was in- 
troduced by a scientific man, who brought the 
moths from Europe to this country for the 
purpose of study. A scientific man who wants 
to study pests or disease germs should go where 
they are. 
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For ‘“‘ THE FRIEND.” 
A Protest from Friends in 1777. 


Amongst some interesting papers belonging 
to the late William Kite, and presented by his 
daughter to Friends’ Library, is an address of 
the Yearly Meeting of 1777 printed in German. 
It proves to be a protest against the unwar- 
ranted action of the government in exiling 
some 16 (3?) Friends to Virginia. It is interest- 
ing in view of the discussion in our late Yearly 
Meeting as showing how positive it is possible 
to be for right principles without being per- 
sonal or political. The use of the German was 
probably intended to reach the large German 
element im the population of Pennsylvania. 

A somewhat free translation of the protest 
is as follows : 

A public testimony issued of our Yearly Meeting, 
which convened at Philadelphia for Pennsyl- 
vania and New Jersey, held by appointment 
from the twenty-ninth day of Ninth Month to 
fourth day of Tenth Month, inclusive, 1777. 
Because a number of our Friends, unheard, 

have been imprisoned and exiled from their 

families on account of a charge and accusation 
that they by their entire conduct and conver- 
sation have manifested a hostile attitude to- 
ward the American cause, and because articles 
given in print have charged “That there is 
good ground to fear that these persons held 
correspondence which may be in the highest 
degree detrimental to the common safety,” 
and as this may produce the impression that 
we have departed in our conduct from the 
peaceful principles that we profess, and since 
we fear that the minds of some may thus be 
led astray, we consider it necessary, that the 
truth may be known, publicly to declare that 
the principles of mercy and truth turn our 
minds from all war and strife and do not per- 
mit us as private members of any Association 
or in any of our gatherings to hold correspond- 
ence with one of the two armies ; but we en- 
deavor to uphold the testimony of truth and 
the peaceable teachings of Christ to seek the 
highest good of the whole—to keep our con- 
sciences unspotted toward God and man and 
to spread the kingdom of Messiah which we 
pray may come, and that his power may be 
manifested in individuals, in kingdoms and in 
nations, so that they may make their swords 
into ploughshares and their spears into prun- 
ing hooks, that nation shall not raise up sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn war 
any more. And we deny emphatically all ac- 
cusations that are opposed to this confession 

(declaration). 

As concerns the paper dated at Spanktown 
by the Yearly Meeting, and without names, 
which appeared in print some time ago and 
which has been found in the baggage of Staaten 
Eyland, any to whom our method of writing 
is known, will be convinced that it certainly 
has not been written in any of our gatherings 
or by any of our Friends. Moreover, there is 
not in our Society a meeting of that name, 
neither has such a letter or one like it been 
written in one of our assemblies since we were 
a people. We deny, therefore, the aforemen- 
tioned letter and its author, and we desire that 
those who dared to forge the name beneath it, 
either to injure us or thereby to place them- 













































clare the truth so that we may be exonerated 
from this charge. 


quaintance which we have with our exiled 
Friends and through most reliable reports that 
we have received, that they have done nothing 
whereby they forfeited their inherent right to 
freedom, we therefore most earnestly request 
that all those who have helped to bring about 
their banishment may seriously reflect and con- 
sider the purpose of their behavior and how 
contrary it is to the teaching and example of 
our Lord and Lawgiver Jesus Christ and that 
they do them the justice which their cause 
demands, so that they may be allowed to re- 
turn to their afflicted families and friends. 
And we are sure that this will contribute more 
to their own peace than if they leave these in 
banishment. 
fear of God, not alone with the object of free- 
ing our Friends, but also for the true welfare 
of those who have helped to banish them. 






























together to transact the business of this So- 
ciety, which concerns the extension of the 
cause of truth and righteousness, we have 
above all felt a renewed desire for the welfare 
and happiness of the human family, and have 
in the love of the Gospel given this public tes- 
timony in order to justify ourselves and our 
Friends and to warn those who by ungrounded 
surmises and misconceptions of us, have sought 
to injure us, to the wounding of their own souls 
and to the hurt of the general welfare. 


Meeting, 


EPISTLE FROM LONDON IN OUR REVOLUTIONARY 


was handed to us, we received from another 
and distant quarter an old sheet containing the 
London Epistle of the year 1776. We quote 
the principal portion of it, beginning with its 
reference to our country :— 


provinces in America, we have affecting infor- 
mation of the state of Friends in those parts ; 
and deeply sympathize with the faithful, where- 
soever they are situated, under their afflictions, 


selves in safety may find it necessary to de- 















And since we are convinced through the ac-| ciple of strength and wisdom, the grace of 
God, manifested in our hearts ; that, through 
a strict adherence thereunto, we may be fg- 
voured to experience it to be as a munition of 
rocks, and a sure hiding place, to which the 
righteous fly and are safe in every time of 
trial ; that, in like manner with the evangelical 
prophet, we may be enabled truly to say, ‘] 
will trust, and not be afraid ; for the Lord Je. 
hovah is my strength, and my song, He also ig 
become my salvation’—(Isa. xii.: 2.) 
“Finally, brethren, keep in singleness of 
heart, and resignation of soul to the Almighty, 
that He may bless and replenish you with that 
perfect love which casteth out all fear. Then 
shall ye be at peace in yourselves, and one with 
another, and ‘the peace of God, which passeth 
all understanding, shall keep your hearts and 
minds, through Jesus Christ’—(Phil. iv.: 7.) 
“Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly 
Meeting, by “THOMAS RUTTER, 
“ Clerk to the Meeting this Year.” 


For ‘‘ THE FRIEND.” 


Girls Aid Work of North Carolina Yearly 
Meeting. 

For the past ten years the Girls’ Aid Committee 
of North Carolina Yearly Meeting has been steadily 
at work, assisting worthy young women in obtain- 
ing an education at Guilford College. The situation 
here is so different from that in our sister Yearly 
Meetings in regard to preparatory education that 
it has been found necessary to devise plans adapted 
to our own needs. As the funds in our hands have 
always been limited and the number of applicants 
for assistance many, we very early adopted the 
Cottage system. Two neat cottages, with such 
rooms as it has been possible from time to time for 
us to rent in order to accommodate more, have af- 
forded a home where the girls have boarded them- 
selves and enjoyed all the opportunities of the Col- 
lege. Often during the past we have been consid- 
erably puzzled to find places for the girls who 
were eager to come. The cottages will accommo- 
date only sixteen, and frequently there are twenty- 
three or four ready to take rooms. During: the 
past year twenty have been here all the time. 
There are many disadvantages connected with hav- 
ing the family scattered, and many more girls 
might be induced to come and try the place were 
the arrangements adequate. Throughout the Yearly 
Meeting there are many bright girls whose only 
hope at present for an education is the three 
months’ term of the district school. I have been 
serving the past year upon a committee appointed 
to visit all the meetings in the Yearly Meeting, 
holding conference for teaching the history and 
doctrines of Friends, and more than ever my earn- 
est desires go out for the girls who have no way to 
educate themselves, and I may say that I once more 
fully realized how much education is needed by our 
membership. I have many times thought upon 
John’s saying, “ But whoso hath this world’s goods 
and beholdeth his brother in need and shutteth 
his compassion from him, how doth the love of 
abide in him? ™ 

This mental starvation is a deadening power and 
a very perceptible and felt blight. Friends did 
well in the early day to emphasize the importance 
of .education, and in our day when education is 
more necessary than it was then we need to have 
a concern—an old-fashioned Quaker concern—that 
all our members have an opportunity to go 
school. We must not for a moment forget that 
Friends have always been liberal and interested, 
and I sometimes think that we here have experr 
enced perhaps more of thisspirit than others have 
still the compassion is not keeping pace with the 


We give the exhortation in the 


Since it has been permitted to us to come 





Signed in and by direction of the Yearly 
ISAAC JACKSON, Clerk. 


WAR. 
On the same day on which the above protest 


“By epistles received from several of the 


and fervently desire that this season of out- 
ward probation may be sanctified to all. We 
are sensible it must try the foundations of 
many, and, we trust, it may bring again to the 
fold some, who, during a long enjoyment of 
ease and tranquillity, in those once happy and 
flourishing countries, have incautiously wan- 
dered till they have almost forgotten the true 
Shepherd of the flock, Christ Jesus. 

“It is worthy of the serious consideration 
of all, whether the calamities now deeply af- 
fecting this great empire, may not have been 
permitted by Divine Providence in displeasure, 
on account of the accummulated transgressions 
of the people. Let all, therefore, honestly and 
strictly enquire, how far they have individually 
contributed thereto. 

“ And, dear friends, we earnestly recommend 
it to all, humbly to bow themselves before the 
Lord of the universe, craving his Divine assist- 
ance, and the preservation of the faithful of 
every denomination ; fervently desiring that 
He may grant repentance and forgiveness to 
those who have long lived in forgetfulness of 
the God who formed them for a purpose of his 
glory, and of Christ their holy Redeemer. 

“Let us humbly retire to that blessed prin- 





children, and many are growing up in ignorance. 
Our Committee (Girls’ Aid) have felt this deeply, 
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and we have during the past year made a special 
effort to enlarge our accommodations. One of our 
members presented the needs to Baltimore Yearly 
Meeting, and about five hundred dollars in sub- 
scriptions and contributions were given uncondi- 
tionally. One thousand dollars were subscribed on 
the condition that four thousand be raised and a 
good brick house built. We greatly desire the re- 
mainder of the money, as the larger house is badly 
needed. We are hoping it may be built during the 
coming summer. We are, however, unwilling to 
begin to build until we have the money in the bank. 
The Board of Trastees have given us leave to build 
the house on College land, and will themselves em- 
ploy the matron to take entire charge. We earn- 
estly solicit the aid of Friends in this undertaking. 
Mary M. Hosss, 
Treasurer Girls’ Aid Fund. 

GuiLFoRD CoLLEcE, N. C., Fourth Mo. 18, 1900. 





* For “ THe FRIEND.” 
Justification. 


Justification must be acknowledged to be an 
important subject for reflection, and a desira- 
ble object for aspiration, whether we incline 
to define it with the many who regard it as the 
mere deliverance from the penalty of sin and 
the prelude to the grace of sanctification; or 
whether with the comparatively few outside of 
the Society of Friends we insist on its being a 
deliverance from the guilt of sin, and soa mere 
incident and measure of the sanctification. And 
inasmuch as all truth and all error are each 
alike of a piece, it evidently becomes a question 
of fundamental interest which of these diverse 
definitions, as viewed in the light of sound ex- 
perience and of inspired tradition, shall be 
found wholly free from giving that “ uncertain 
sound ” to the gospel trumpet which would be- 
guile the Christian from the spiritual warfare, 
and inculcate the heresy of “continuing in 
sin that grace may abound.” 

Two mutually illustrative texts of holy writ 
seem to the present writer here relevant; one 
from the vision of the evangelical prophet, and 
the other from the teaching of the great mis- 
sionary apostle. “By his knowledge shall my 
righteous servant justify many, for He shall 
bear their iniquities,” are the anticipatory 
words of Isaiah; and the confirmatory ones of 
Paul, ““ He was delivered for our offences, and 
raised again for our justification.” The knowl- 
edge which the prophet thus urges as that on 
which our justification is to depend, must not 
only inean some traditional and intellectual ap- 
prehension in our part of that living Word who 
“took the form of a servant and became obe- 
dient even unto the death of the cross;” but it 
also entails the inference that that knowledge 
must be a thorough-going one, reaching, as the 
apostle also here implies in accordance with 
his more extended teaching elsewhere, from 
the mystical birth of Christ in the individual 
soul, through the discipline of sacrifice and 
self-crucifixion, even to the resurrection into 
that true life in which “all things are become 
new, and all things of God,” and wherein the 
believer realizes the crowning grace of com- 
plete justification. 

_ Thus we may profitably conceive the teach- 
ing of the Saviour, “he that endureth to the 
end shall be saved,” while consummatory to 
that of Paul, “God is the Saviour of all men, 
specially of them that believe,” as being more 
identical in scope with that of Peter, “ elect, 
through sanctification of the spirit unto obe- 
dience and the sprinkling of the blood of 

































Christ.” For there seems often to lie a subtle 
snare of the tempter in the premature sugges- 
tion to the neophyte believer that the work of 
the cross is a finished work, and that it is not 
primarily for us, as Penington wrote, “an in- 
ward and spiritual thing;” but that, to us, “the 
bitterness of death is past,” so that we may 
vain-gloriously boast ourselves in the putting 
on of harness for our fancied service, “as he 
that putteth it off.” Surely the legitimate suc- 
cessors of Fox, Barclay and Penn and their 
worthy associates, cannot so disparage the 
doctrine of “Christ within the hope of glory,” 
nor so subvert the relation of cause and effect 
in the spiritual life. 
to such succession allow the superficial inter- 
pretation of disjointed texts to disqualify them 
from “ bearing witness” so the living Word, as 
having been substantially with Him “ from the 
beginning 


May none who lay claim 


p? 





Items Concerning the Society. 
There are prospects of establishing a Friends’ 


School in Atlantic City. 


Friends’ Educational Association will hold a con- 


ference at 140 North Sixteenth Street this Seventh- 
day afternoon and evening. 





The Meeting for Sufferings having revised the 


“Plea for Peace” read in our last Yearly Meeting, 
will soon issue it to the public. 


Friends’ Library is to have an important addition 


of seventeenth century tracts from a large sale in 
England. 
not embraced in his works. 


It includes some tracts by George Fox 





The series of Quarterly Meetings now recurring 
will begin with that of Philadelphia, to be held at 
Fourth and Arch Streets, next Second-day, the 7th 
inst. Abington Quarterly Meeting is to be held at 


Germantown on Fifth-day of next week. 





The trustees of the Forrest estate have made a 


report to the Monthly Meetings during the week 
of their labors the past ten years. 
ceeds of the estate for educational purposes during 


The gross pro- 


the time have been about $145,000. 


—— oo 


Notes from Others. 


A remarkable revival is reported as now taking 
place among the Indians of Alaska, especially those 
in the southeastern portion. As far as can be gath- 


ered, the work started at no one townin particular, 


but sprang up at several places almost simulta- 
neously. 





Statistical evangelism has forced many of our pas- 
tors to give way before the advances of Methodist 
forms of worship and Methodist methods of con- 
ducting revival services. We respect the Methodist 
church. But we see no need of another Metho- 
dist church. Those who, because of temperament 
or training, incline to Methodist methods have a 
church ready to their hand into which they can 
enter and find a church home.—Southern Presbyte- 
rian, 


It sometimes seems as if some professing Chris- 
tians are imitating the child who tries to catch 
birds by putting salt on their tails, with this differ- 
ence, that the birds the church tries to capture 
seem, to a certain extent, to enjoy the salt and 
allow it to be put on, but they are not caught. 
The church approaches the unconverted with its 
worldly allurements, by which it hopes to draw 
some to itself. The world looks on, applauds, some- 





times enjoys, but goes on its way, while the church 
feels encouraged and tries again. No real good is 
done. The church forgets that in proportion as it 
teaches that there is no difference between it and 
the world, it takes away the reason why people in 
the world should join it.—-The Interchange. 





They forget, or will not remember, that human 
sacrifice and the power of an idolatrous priesthood ; 
a system of profligacy unparalleled in any other 
part of the world ; infanticide, a consequence of 
that system; bloody wars, where the conquerors 
spared neither women nor children—that all these 
things have been abolished, and that dishonesty, 
intemperance and licentiousness have been greatly 
reduced by the introduction of Christianity. In 2. 
voyager to forget these things is a base ingratitude; 
for should he chance to be at the point of shipwreck 
on some unknown coast he will most devoutly pray 
that the lesson of the missionary may have extended 
thus far—Dr. Darwin. 





In an article on the “ Administration of the Holy 
Spirit in the Church” by Robert L. Dunston in the 
Record of Christian Work, he writes under the fol- 
lowing heads to show that “in the Apostolic Church 
the office and work of the Holy Spirit was promi- 
nently before the people, and his administration in 
the affairs of the Church properly recognized : (1) 
That in the administration of the Church men en- 
dued with the Holy Spirit were used in the ministry. 
(2) That in addition to such ministry, such officers 
were sought as were marked by the same Divine 
gift. (3) That “the Holy Spirit was recognized 
in the Discipline of the Church.” (4) “The Holy 
Spirit administered in the work of separating men 
to their distinctive work in the Church.” On this 
the writer remarks: “As the church in Antioch 
ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost 
said, ‘Separate unto me Barnabas and Saul for the 
work whereunto I have called them ;* and after 
fasting, and prayer, and laying on of hands, they 
sent them away. ‘So they, being sent forth by 
the Holy Ghost, departed.’ Notice, the Holy 
Ghost said, commanded, called, sent. And in co- 
operation with Him the church ministered, fasted, 
prayed, laid hands and sent them forth. There is 
no confusion, no conflicting of duties among the 
members, but all move smoothly and successfully, 
as the Holy Spirit administers in the affairs of the 
church, and assigning to each their work the in- 
dividual and church work in harmony with the di- 
vine dictation. The writer pleads that we may 
‘recognize the church’s rightful administrator’ of 
preachers, officers, discipline and appointments in 
the work of the Lord.” 


SUMMARY OF EVENTS. 

UNITED STaTes.—The Senate in executive session last 
week ratified the treaty with Spain extending for six 
months the time in which Spanish residents of the Philip- 
pines may decide whether they will remain subjects of 
Spain or become citizens of the Philippines. 

On Fourth Month 17th, Senator Hoar delivered an im- 
pressive speech in the Senate on the Philippine question. 
Senator Hoar said: “1 do not expect to accomplish any- 
thing for liberty in the Philippine Islands but through the 
Republican party. Upon it the fate of these islands for 
years to come is to depend. I cannot look with any favor 
upon Mr. Bryan as an alternative. . . . I believe not only 
that perseverance in the present policy will be the aban- 
donment of the principles upon which our Government is 
founded; that it will change our republic into an empire; 
that our methods of legislation, of diplomacy, of adminis- 
tration must hereafter be those which belong to empires 
and not those which belong to republics; but I believe 
persistence in this attempt will result in the defeat and 
overthrow of the Republican party.” As to what he would 
do with the Philippines, Senator Hoar said: “I would de- 
clare now that we will not take these islands to govern 
them against their will. I would reject a cession of 
sovereignty which implies that sovereignty may be bought 
and sold and delivered without the consent of the people. 
I would require all foreign Governments to keep out of 
these islands. I would offer to the people of the Philip- 
pines our help in maintaining order until they have a 
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Hoes were firmly held, but the shad season has re- Congress under the Presidency of the United States to 

stricted the demand, best Western, 7? a 8c.; others 7} a_ settle the controversy by arbitration. 

The. It is impossible that the existing uncertainty should be 
ForeIGN—Lord Roberts’ campaign plans, according to indefinitely prolonged. 


reasonable opportunity to establish a government of their 
official reports received Fourth Month 25th, from Bloem- A report has been made showing that 66,869 Spanish 


own. I would aid them by advice, if they desire it, to set 
up a free and independent government. I would invite 
all the great Powers of Europe to unite in an agreement 
that that independence shall not be interfered with. I 
would declare that the United States will enforce the 
same doctrine as applicable to the Philippines that we 
declared as to Mexico and Hayti and the South American 
Republics. I would then, in a not distant future, leave 
them to work out their own salvation, as every nation on 
earth, from the beginning of time, has wrought out its 
own salvation.” The Senator spoke for three hours and 
ten minutes. Much of his speech, which was 50,000 words 
in length, was not delivered, the Senator’s physical con- 
dition not being such as to enable him to endure the 
strain. 

The Chicago Times Herald says: “That railway mana- 
gers are convinced that the prosperity of the country is 
permanent and that industrial activity will increase rather 
than diminish is evidenced by their decision to invest $50,- 
000,000 in new trackage and equipment to handle the in- 
creased business of the future, instead of paying it out in 
dividends. This decision is reached in spite of the greatly 
increased cost of materials entering into railway con- 
struction. The disbursement of this $50,000,000 means 
employment to a vast army of laborers and increased 
activity in many branches of productive industry all over 
the Union.” 

Twenty new steamships are now under construction for 
the trans-Atlantic service and four for the trans-Pacific. 

The price of steel plates having gone down from $2.20 
to $1.85 several large contracts have been made at Cleve- 
land, some of them for as much as 20,000 tons, within 
the past few days. 

Last year 7,000 tons of steel rails were delivered in 
Calcutta from the United States, and a large number of 
American engines have been contracted for by various 
roads. 

The railroad time between New York and Boston has 
been reduced to four hours and twenty-three minutes. 

There will be more hemp raised in Kentucky this year 
than has been raised in a great many years. There was 
a time when hemp was the main product of Kentucky, but 
in late years it has become such an expensive article to 
raise that the farmers gave itup. Now the price of hemp 
is high, and the farmers are taking advantage of it. 

In a short time the Japanese population of San Fran- 
cisco will reach 20,000. 

Among the 153,000 inhabitants which the last census 
gave to New Mexico, there were 20,000 Indians and 50,- 
000 Mexicans. 

According to a despatch dated Dubois, Fourth Month 
27th, forest fires in that vicinity are raging with increased 
fury. Driven by a high wind, the flames have covered an 
immense area, and for miles around the country is a smok- 
ing waste of half burned logs and stumps. Advices from 
points in Jefferson, Elk and Clearfield counties tell the 
same tale of devastation. The entire country is threat- 
ened and the losses to lumbermen will be beyond prece- 
dent. _To-night the flames can be seen in every direction, 
and the morrow, should no rains come to bring relief, will 
bring tidings of fresh disaster. Forest fires are raging 
in Centre, Monroe, Pike and Columbia counties, destroying 
vast tracts of timber. 

There were 618 deaths in this city last week, reported 
to the Board of Health. This is 121 less than the previous 
week and 117 more than the corresponding week of 1899. 
Of the foregoing 312 were males and 306 females; 120 
died of pnuemonia ; 54 of consumption; 48 of heart dis- 
eases; 31 of measles; 21 of diphtheria; 20 of inflamma- 
tion of the brain; 19 of influenza; 19 of convulsions; 18 
of marasmus; 18 of typhoid fever; 18 of old age; 16 of 
inflammation of the stomach and bowels; 15 of bronchitis; 
15 of nephritis; 13 of inanition; 12 of apoplexy; 10 of 
cancer; 9 of uremia; 9 of Bright's disease; 9 of paralysis 
and 9 of peritonitis. 

Markets, &c.—U. S. 2’s, 994 a 100; new 2’s, 1024 a 
103%; 3’s, reg., 1084 a 109; coupon, 109% a 110; 4’s, 1133 
a 1144; new 4’s, reg., 133 a 134; coupon, 136 a 135; 5’s, 
reg., 111 a 1124; coupon, 113 a 114. 

COTTON was quiet but steady on a basis of 10/xc. per 
pound for middling uplands. 

FLouR.—Winter, super., $2.35 a $2.50; Pennsylvania 
roller, straight, $3.30 a $3.45; Western winter, straight, 
$3.35 a $3.50; spring, straight, $3.40 a $3.60; city mills, 
straight, $3.35 a $3.50. Rye FLour—$3.15 a $3.40 per 
barrel, as to quality, the latter for fancy Weatern patent. 

GRAIN—No. 2 red wheat, 714 a 724c. 
No. 2 mixed corn, 442 a 45c. 
No. 2 white oats, clipped, 31c. 

Beer CATTLE.—Extra, 58 a 58c.; good, 54 a 5}c.; me- 
dium, 4% a 5c.; common, 43 a 4#c. 

SHEEP AND LAMBS — Extra, 54 a 5$c.; good, 5 a 5ic.; 
medium, 44 a 43c; common, 3 a 4}c.; lambs, 5 a 7c. 


fontein, have resulted in the relief of the besieged garri- | residents of Cuba have preserved their allegiance to 
son of colonial troops at Wepener and the occupation of | Spain under the terms of the treaty of Paris. 
Dewetdorp, both important stragetic points in the Free A fire which started before noon on the 26th ult., in 
State, where considerable forces of Boers had been massed. | Hull, on the Quebec side of the Ottawa river, opposite 
A later London cable says interest in the South African | the Dominion capitol, almost totally destroyed the former 
war is centred in the running fight between the burghers | city, crossed the river to Ottawa and burned over a large 
retreating from the southern portion of the Orange Free | section known as the Chaudiere flats. It was impossible 
State and General French’s horsemen and the infantry of | to check the flames until the 27th, after they had burned 
Generals Pole-Carew, Chermside and Rundle. The Boers | over five square miles of territory. More than 2000 
who escaped did an immense amount of damage, and have | buildings were destroyed, seven lives lost, seven thousand 
now slipped off to hold the next commanding ridge through | men, women and children made homeless, and the prop- 
a broken country admirably suited for a rear guard de- | erty loss is $17,000,000, according to late estimates, 
fence. W. D. Gillean, manager of the Canada Paper Company, 

A despatch from Thaba N’Chu, describing the more | said on the 30th: 
recent fight near that place, in the Free State, says the “The destruction of the Eddy Company's mills at Hull 
British forces, led by Canadian troops, carried the Boer | will largely demoralize the newspaper trade of the coun 
kopjes in a rush, and that at one time the fighting line | for some time to come. Many newspapers will find it ex- 
was ten miles long and the conflict fierce. The British | tremely difficult to procure their requisite supplies. For 
loss in killed and wounded was twenty. over six months all the mills in Canada have been work- 

The motive of the Boers appear to have been to occupy | ing to their full capacity, and all of them at the present 
positions in the hills where they are strongly entrenched. | time are oversold. On Friday morning I received tele- 

A scientific statistical work just published fixes the | grams from twenty-five newspapers in various parts of 
population of Europe at 381,000,000, an increase of 79,- | Canada, asking to be supplied, but it is absolutely impos- 
000,000 since 1870, or an annual increase of about 3,- | sible for us to do much, if anything. Our first thought 
000,000. must be to protect our contracts. We are compelled to 

Evictions in Ireland during the past year number only | keep a large stock ahead for our own customers. It 
450, the lowest in nearly a third of a century. would, be simply folly for us to sell up to the danger 

A purely Scottish expedition is about to be organized | mark. And the conditions that obtain in Canada obtain 
to the South Pole to work in conjunction with the British | also to a great extent in the United States. Very little 
and German expedition. surplus stock is to be had.” 

By the collapse of a condemned foot bridge belonging 

NOTICES. 


to a side show in the Exposition grounds at Paris on 

First-day last, caused by the overweighted towers, six WESTTOWN BOARDING SCHOOL.—For convenience of per- 

persons were killed and about forty injured. The struc-| sons coming to Westtown School, the stage will meet 
trains leaving Philadelphia 7.17 and 8.19 A. M., and 2.50 


ture, which was not in use, crashed on the great crowd 
and 4.32 p.m. Other trains are met when requested. 


passing below, burying many in the debris. 

The Obi, most western of the great Siberian rivers, | Stage fare, fifteen cents; after 7.30 P. M., twenty-five 
has been the most important factor in the communication | cents each way. To reach the school by telegraph, wire 
with the interior of the country. Rising in Mongolia, it | Westtown Station or West Chester, Phone 85: 
has a course of 3500 miles, a drainage area of more than EDWARD G. SMEDLEY, Sup’t. 
1,500,000 square miles, and upon the river and its tribu- 
taries a regular navigation system is in operation over 
more than 10,000 miles. 

Up to the present time Egypt has only been engaged 
in exporting its raw cotton, but it seems now that trials 
will be made in the land of the Nile to manufacture cot- 
ton goods from Egyptian cotton. 

A despatch dated, Yokohoma, Fourth Month 7th, says: 
The discovery of gold in Hokka Ido, the northernmost of 
the main islands of the empire, is assuming more and 
more importance. The total length of the river beds 
containing gold dust is put at 3500 miles, and the total 
productive area at 1,750,000 acres. Nuggets weighing over 
half a pound have been found. Since the restriction upon 
foreign ownership and management of the mines have 
been removed by this Government companies have been 
formed among the foreigners in Yokohoma, and in one 
case a tract of thirty-seven acres has been purchased, an 
expert from California engaged and all arrangements 
made to begin operations. 

It will be a boon to the Japanese to have skilled miners 
from the West take a hand, as the native methods of 
working gold diggings are said to be exceedingly destruc- 
tive. 

In 1800 there were 200 horses in Australia; in 1900 
there are 2,000,000. 

Reports from the province of South Camarines show 
that there has been heavy fighting with the insurgents. ———, at her home near Carmel, Indiana, on the four- 
Hundreds have been killed with slight American loss. ; teenth of Fourth Month, 1900, HANNAH H. Jones, in the 
General Bell has issued a proclamation warning the insur- | eighty-fifth year of her age, widow of the late Daniel 
gents that if guerilla tactics are continued he will retal- | Jones, a member of Poplar Ridge Monthly Meeting of 
iate relentlessly by burning their villages. Friends. She was born near Peekskill, New York, and in 

Real diamonds have been found along the Maserana| the Tenth Month, 1832 removed to Wilmington, Ohio. 
river in British Guiana, and that colony is anticipating a | This beloved and Christian mother by the visitation of the 
great boom as soon as the facts are known. The gems | Holy Spirit was made to realize in her young years that 
are of the Demerara variety, and are regarded as valu- | the pleasures and enjoyments of this world were transient 
able. It was near the scene of the present find that Sir | and soon pass away, but those of our blessed Saviour, a8 
Walter Raleigh unsuccessfully tried to find the Eldorado | He promised, are eternal ; often appearing in supplication 
along the Orinoco more than 400 years ago. in the family gathering, and in testimony in the public 

In Paraguay cotton grows the whole year round, and | assembly, that the Lord in his mercy had shown many 
from one planting two crops are produced. The plant, | proofs of his love and forgiveness. Greatly interested 
after it has borne, is cut down, and from its root grows | and active in benevolent and charitable work, regular it 
another plant. the attendance of our meeting, when health permitted; 

The topic of the day in Peru, Chile and Argentina is | greatly attached to the principles, practice and doctrine 
the recent pamphlet of Alexander Garland outlining a| of early Friends. She was of a meek and quiet spirit and 
plan for settling the question of the provinces of Tacna! a blessing to those around her; with prayer on her lips 
and Arica. Garland asserts that he expressed only his | and with a clear mind, saying all was well with her and 
personal view, without previously consulting the Peruvian | that she had nothing but love for every one, she quietly 
Government. He urges the convoking of a Pan-American ' and peacefully passed away. 










































WEsTTowN BOARDING ScHOoL.—Applications for the 
admission of pupils to the school, and letters in regard to 
instruction and discipline should be addressed to WILLIAM 
F. WICKERSHAM, Principal. 

Payments on account of board and tuition, and com- 
munications in regard to business should be forwarded to 
Epwarpb G. SMEDLEY, Superintendent. 

Address, Westtown P. 0., Chester Co., Pa. 


Receipts for Aid of Suffering Doukhobortsi 
to Fifth Month lst, 1900. 


A. E. R., Canada, $10; E. C., N. Y., $60; Junior En- 
deavor Society, Collingswood, N. J., $11.25; S. E. H., Ind, 
$1; Oriental Literary Society, Westtown, $10; South 
Bristol Farmers’ Club, Conn., $27. 

Wo. Evans, Treasurer, 252 S. Front St., Phila. 

The Committee of the Meeting for Sufferings would 
gladly use further contributions in providing FRESH COWS 
to supply milk for the CHILDREN, SICK and AGED. They 
can be pastured free of all expense for many months, and 
the good would be incalculable. 











~ DIED, at his residence near Morrisville, Pa., on Fourth 
Month 20th, 1900, James S. NEWBOLD, a member of Falls 
Monthly Meeting of Friends, aged fifty-nine years. 





